1.3.0 for Sitecore CMS 6.5

sitecore

compelling web experiences

SEO Toolkit 1.3.0 for Sitecore CMS 6.5
Administrator’s Guide

How to use the Search Engine Optimization Toolkit to optimize your website

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The contents of
this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.



SEO Toolkit 1.3.0 for Sitecore CMS 6.5 Administrator’s Guide @ S|tec0fe

Table of Contents

Chapter 1 INtrOQUCTION ..o 3
Chapter 2 INStAllatioN..........oooiiiii 4
21 Installing the SEO TOOIKIt .........coooiiiiieeeee 5
211 PrerEqUISITES ....cooiiiiiieeie e 5
Rl AAIESSES. ... .o 5

2.1.2  LINK CheCKING.....coi i 5
2.1.3 Installing the SEO ToolKit PACKage ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiii 5

2.2 Configuring the SEO TOOIKIE ...........utiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeieiee ettt eaee e eeseeeeeesseseeeeeennnee 6
221 The SEO PANEL ....ccooiiiii 6
Chapter 3 Using the SEO TOOIKIt .........cooiiiiiiii 7
3.1 Running the SEO Optimization TOOI .........coouiiiiiiie e 8
3.2  Optimizing the Content of @ WEDSITE...........uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 10
321 SEO PANEL ..o 10
3.2.2  Keyword EXtension POINt.........oooiiiiii 16

3.3 Analyzing an EXIernal PAge............uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee ettt e e aa e e s e raeranne 18

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The contents of
this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright © 2001-2011 Sitecore. All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 18



SEO Toolkit 1.3.0 for Sitecore CMS 6.5 Administrator’s Guide @ S|tec0fe

Introduction

The Sitecore Search Engine Optimization Toolkit helps administrators improve the rank
that the pages on their website are given by search engines. It also helps administrators
to make the content of their website more search engine friendly.

The module contains features that can be used by both content editors and Web site
developers.

This manual describes the Search Engine Optimization Toolkit 1.3.0 that can run on
Sitecore CSM 6.5 or later.

This manual contains the following chapters:
e Chapter 1 — Introduction

This introductory chapter.

e Chapter 2 — Installation
This chapter describes how to install the SEO Toolkit.

e Chapter 3— Using the SEO Toolkit
This chapter briefly describes how to use the SEO Toolkit.

e Chapter 3— Using the SEO Toolkit
This chapter describes the reports that come with the SEO Toolkit.
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Installation

This chapter describes how to install the Search Engine Optimization toolkit module in
your Sitecore installation.

The chapter contains the following sections:

¢ Installing the SEO Toolkit
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2.1 Installing the SEO Toolkit

You should read the instructions in this chapter before you install the Search Engine Optimization Toolkit
module (SEO Toolkit).

2.1.1 Prerequisites

Before you install the SEO Toolkit, make sure that one of the following browsers is installed on your
computer:

e Microsoft Internet Explorer 7 or later — Sitecore does not support Internet Explorer 9 beta.
e Mozilla Firefox 3.6 — released January 2010.

e Apple Safari 5 — released July 2010.

e Google Chrome 6 — released September 2010.

Note
Sitecore CMS 6.5 supports all the current stable versions of these browsers unless stated otherwise.

Real Addresses

Some of the functionality in the module, such as the incoming links lookup, relies on the URL of the
website. You should therefore install the module on a web server so that content editors and
administrators can use a public URL to access the website.

2.1.2 Link Checking

When you use the SEO Toolkit to analyze the pages on the website, it retrieves each link and checks
whether or not any of the links are broken.

This helps editors identify broken links which they can then remove or fix. It also places an additional load
on the server and can affect some web statistics, such as StatCenter.

2.1.3 Installing the SEO Toolkit Package
The SEO Toolkit is distributed as a Sitecore package.
To install a package:
1. Inthe Sitecore Desktop, click Sitecore, Control Panel.
2. Inthe Control Panel, click Administration, Install a Package to open the Installation Wizard.
The wizard will guide you through the installation process.
When the wizard asks you whether you want to overwrite any existing files, click Yes to all.

When the wizard is finished, restart the Sitecore client.
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2.2 Configuring the SEO Toolkit

When you install the SEO Toolkit, the /App Config/Include/SEOToolkit.config fileisinstalled
as part of the package. You use this file to configure the toolkit.

2.2.1 The SEO Panel

When you run the SEO Toolkit, most of the information that it gathers is displayed in a panel. The SEO
panel normally appears at the bottom of the page.

[{ close
Edit | SE0+ A Log Off
Mode Close
Page Information | [JEae iRl

@ Title: Office Core - Office Core design process

& URL: http://64-2709/Our-Process

& URL Keywords: Our-Process

& Description: The Office Core design process consists of four, well-defined stages: site audit, goal-setting, design, and implementation
@ Keywords: Office core, design, workflow, stages, site audit, goal setting, implementation

8 Language: Language is not set. @

@ Character Set: utf-3

& Headings: No errors. 8 headings total.
3 1mages: 1errors, 6 images total.

@ Links: No errors. 46 links total.

& Meta Tags: & meta tags total,

However, if you want to SEO panel to appear somewhere else on the page, you can specify which
placeholder you want the SEO panel to appear in. You specify the name of the placeholder in the
SEOToolkit.config fileinthe SEO.Placeholder settings section:

<settings>
<setting name="SEO.Placeholder" value="" />
</settings>

For example:

<setting name="SEO.Placeholder" value="seo" />
where the SEO panel is inserted into the placeholder called “seo*.

If you leave the value of this setting empty, the SEO panel appears at the bottom of the page.
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Using the SEO Toolkit

This chapter explains how to use the SEO Toolkit to optimize you website for the search
engines. It describes how to run the SEO Toolkit, how to optimize the content of a
webpage, and how to analyze an external website.

The chapter contains the following sections:
e Running the SEO Optimization Tool
e Optimizing the Content of a Website

e Analyzing an External Page

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The contents of
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3.1 Running the SEO Optimization Tool
After you install the SEO Toolkit, you can start using it to optimize your website.
You can use the SEO Toolkit to analyze any page on your website from the:
e Content Editor.
e Page Editor.
e Sitecore Desktop.
When you run the SEO Toolkit, the tool analyzes the editable content and not the content that you have
published on your website.

This allows you to optimize the content of your website before you publish it.

Content Editor
To analyze a page in the Content Editor:
1. Inthe Content Editor, select the page that you want analyze.

2. Onthe Review tab, in the Proofing group, select SEO Analysis.

SEQ Analysis

Page Editor
To analyze a page in the Page Editor:
1. Inthe Page Editor, navigate to the page that you want to analyze.

2. Inthe ribbon, in the Mode group, click the drop down arrow = to change the current mode and
then click SEO.

[ Home Advanced Experience  View

> > My Items [ Close
| A 0 &* ) § = B a
| [Edit |previen~|  Rendering  Insert Lok @Workbox  pypiy AP LogOff

O Preview New Edit Publish Close

® Debug
@ seo -
et fi\ = Office Core

RN\ — W

Nl B
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Sitecore Desktop

To analyze a page from the Sitecore Desktop, in the Sitecore Desktop, click Sitecore, All Applications,
Search Engine Optimization.
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3.2 Optimizing the Content of a Website

When you start the SEO Toolkit, a new browser window opens displaying the current page in the Page
Editor in SEO mode.

If the current page contains an image, select the image and the SEO Toolkit displays a panel with
information about the image.

=
> ‘.;g | [ close
| Edit |SEO~ £ Log Off

Mode Close

| |
- N

93

Image: 1 error

& Alternate text is empty for content managed image. @
Alternate text:
Location: http://64-2709/~/media/Images/Banners/C el.ashx?be=Whif 18h=180&w=720

5 1 the qualit
Dimensions: 720 x 180 pixels By,
. .—r basic

The information displayed includes the size of the image, where it is stored, and more importantly
whether or not the image has an alternate text, as well as what the alternate text is.

If no alternate text has been set for the image, the SEO Toolkit tells you there is an error. Search engines
use the alternate text when they are indexing the website. Reading the alternate text is the main method
that search engines use to locate and identify images on your website.

Adding an alternate text will also improve the accessibility of the page.

3.2.1 SEO Panel

The SEO Toolkit also displays a full report about the current page in a panel at the bottom of the page.

The SEO panel contains the results of the SEO analysis. You can use all this information to optimize your
website.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The contents of
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The SEO panel contains the following tabs:

Page Information

@ Sitecore

The Page Information tab gives you a high level overview of the page, including the errors that occur on

the page.
=
= ﬁ [ Close
Edit | SEO~ A Log off
Mode Close
Page Information | [t s || Search Engines

& Title: Office Core - Office Core design process

& URL: http://64-2709/Our-Process

& URL Keywords: Our-Process

@ Description: The Office Core design process consists of four, well-defined stages: site audit, goal-setting, design, and implementation
Keywords: Office core, design, workflow, stages, site audit, goal setting, implementation

ﬁ Language: Language is not set. =]

@ Character Set: utf-s

& Headings: No errors. 8 headings total.
3 1mages: 1errors, 6 images total.

@ Links: No errors. 46 links total.

& Meta Tags: & meta tags total,

The top section of this tab contains information about the current page, including, the title, URL,
description, keywords and the language that the page is in. The bottom section gives you an overview of
some of the information contained on the other tabs, and tells you how many errors the SEO Toolkit has

identified.

Text Only View

The Text Only View tab lets you to see the page with the eyes of a search engine.
[=|
> [ [ close
Ed{ ﬁLog Off
Mode Close

Page Information |RESGIeY WA «eyviords

Search Engines

Office Core - Office Core design process
Office Core
View an overview of this site] Sitemap
[Open a printer friendly version of this page] Print
Home
Qur Process
Our Services
Our Clients
Qur Partners
Design Inspiration
News and Events

[Mo text in field]

Home =» Qur Process

Our Process

Stte Audit Resources and Goals Design Development Implementation

All of the visual styles and images are removed, leaving only the content that the search engines use for

indexing.

e Headings are displayed in larger text, because search engines rank headings higher than

ordinary text.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The contents of
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e Links are displayed as underlined text.

¢ Images that contain alternate text are displayed as brackets that contain the alternate text.

Keywords

The Keywords tab lists the words and combinations of words that are used most often on this page.

=
[ close

Edit | SEO~ #E Log off

Mode Close

1 word keyphrases 2 word keyphrases 3 word keyphrases

our 6 4% office core 7 % office core design 4 1%
design 4 4% our process 5 1% our process our 4 1% w £y
office 11 3% read more 4 1% home our process 3 1%
process 9 2% process our 4 1% core design process 3 1%
we 9 2% site audit 4 1% stages site audit 2 1%
core 7 2% design process 4 1% our services our 2 1%
site 7 2% core design 4 1% services our dients 2 1%
you 7 2% we can 3 1% site audit goal 2 1%
more 6 2% architectural digest 3 1% partners design inspiration 2 1%
your 5 1% home our 3 1% DProcess our services 2 1%
architectural 5 1% inspiration news 2 1% audit goal setting 2 1%
us 5 1% design inspiration 2 1% our dients our 2 1%
new 5 1% news events 2 1% news events about 2 1%
audit 4 1% partners design 2 1% events about us 2 1%
implementation 4 1% our partners 2 1% about us contact 2 1%
can 4 1% dients our 2 1% inspiration news events 2 1%
meta 4 1% events about 2 1% dlients our partners 2 1%
read 4 1% design development 2 1% us contact us 2 1%

Search engines analyze the content of the page to decide how relevant it is for user queries.

The Keywords tab also tells you how often each word as well as each two word and three word phrase is
used on the page and its percentage of the total content on the page.

For example, in the previous image:

e ouris the most commonly used word — 16 times — and makes up 4% of the content on the
page.

o office core is the most commonly used two word phrase — 7 times — 2% of the content.

o office core design is the most commonly used 3 word phrase — 4 times — 1% of the content.

When you move your mouse over a word or phrase, the Keywords tab displays the logos of three
popular search engines — Google, Yahoo, and Bing. Click a logo to search for the selected word or
phrase on that search engine.

Searching for these words and phrases can help you see how your page is ranked by the different search
engines and identify the most effective words and phrases. It is also a useful way to identify some other
websites that you might want to analyze. Analyzing other web sites can give you a better understanding
of the techniques that they are using to get a good rating from the different search engines.

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The contents of
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Search Engines

In the Search Engines tab, you can click the links to the different search engines to see a list of the
pages they have identified that link to this page on your website.

=
2 @ [ close N
Ed{ ﬁ Log Off

Mode Close
L

Page Information J§ Text Only View | Keywords

Incoming links

Pages linking to http://64- 2709 /0ur-Process.aspx (opens in new window):
in Google

“¥? in Yahoo
£ inmsn

The number and quality of the incoming links has a considerable affect on the overall ranking of the page.

The text that the other pages use to link to your page is very important because it is used by the search
engines to calculate the relevancy of your page for search queries.

Some search engines only provide a sample of all the incoming links.
Headings
The Headings tab lists all the headings on the current page.

=

> @ cese
Edit | SEO ~ 4 Log OFf

Made Close

Page Information J} Text Only View | Keywor

B> Our Process
B Our process
b Site audit
[ Resources and goals
B» Design development
I Implementation
I Architectural Digest Spedal Offer
I want mare information?

Headings play an important part in search engine optimization. Search engines rank the heading text
higher than the ordinary content on the page.

You should optimize each page by ensuring that they contain relevant headings that increase their
relevance for the search engines.
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To quickly move to a heading on the page, click the heading on the Headings tab.

=
} F‘.ﬂ [ close
e |- Auson
Mode Close

read more

Resources and goals
Heading2 i
PR derotay _.ations and opportunities presented by the physical
Text: Resources and goals and your staff to discuss the design options. Over two
or three meetings, we work together to determine the financial and human
resources at our disposal, and work out a detailed set of goals that the new office
should help you achieve.

read more

Design development

Using advanced computer-aided design technalogy (CAD), we create detailed
floorplans, inventory lists, and architectural drawings for the building crew. And to
ensure that everything meets your approval, we can even create detailed
computerized walk-throughs that allow you to experience your new office in a
“virtual” environment.

read more

Images

The Images tab lists all images on the current page.

H
> 'pﬂ [ dlose

Ed\ét M ﬂf Log Off

Mode Close

X Alternate text is empty for content managed image. =]
"E%  Alternate text:
Location: http://64-2709/~fmedia/Images /Banners/ConceptStore 1.ashx?bc=White8as=18h=1808w =720
Dimensions: 720 x 130 pixels
Alternate text:
== Location: htip: //64-2709temp/IconCache fApplications,128x 128 jphoto_scenery.png
Dimensions: 128 x 128 pixels
‘Occurrences: 2
Alternate text: View an overview of this site
-2 Location: htip://64-2709/~/media/Images/Toolbox/Sitemap . ashx
Dimensions: 15 x 16 pixels
Alternate text: Open a printer friendly version of this page
> Location: http://64-2709/~/media/Images/Toolbox printer.ashx
Dimensions: 16 x 16 pixels

Alternate text: Brochure 2009
I 3 2 | Lncatinne httn: /[A4-97710/wimedia FRARNFFOAE AT ANRAG 104NAAC I 77 ashyIh=00Ruw=151Rac=1

Search engines cannot analyze images and they therefore rely on the alternate text and location. You
should therefore ensure that you enter a suitable alternate text for each image.

If the page contains images that do not have any alternate text, these images are listed first on the
Images tab.
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To quickly move to an image on the page, click on the image on the Images tab.

=
2- W [ close
Edit M £ Log Off
Mode Close
R |

SN\ I

vl

ernate text:
Location: http://64-2709/~/media/Images/Banners/ConceptStorel.ashx?be=White&as=1&h=1808&w=720
Dimensions: 720 x 180 pixels

1 the quality
——,Jr basic

An error mark is displayed in the image on the page.

Links

The Links tab lists all the links on the current page.

=]
} @ [ close
=it A 1og off
Mode Close

& 8 Broken link: The remote server returned an error: (404) Not Found.. @
Special Offer [http: //§4-2708 f~/link.aspx?_id=F77AD4C7S0DB43E9B9DABACISES 7138 DXXE_z=7]

D No text defined [http:/54-2703/]

& Office Core [http:/f54-2703/]

2 No text defined [http://54-2709/Standard-Ttems Toolbox,Sitemap.aspx]
< sitemap [http:,/64-2709/Standard-Items Toolbox/Sitemap.aspx]

< No text defined [http://54-2709/Our-Process.aspxdp=1]

& Print [http://64-2709/0ur Process.aspx?p=1]

< Home [hitp://54-2709/]

Search engines use links to determine the relationship between pages both inside and outside the current
domain. Search engines give a higher rating to pages that don’t contain any broken links.

The SEO Toolkit retrieves each link on the page and verifies that it is not broken. If it finds a broken link, it
displays an error on the Links tab.
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Meta Tags

The Meta Tags tab lists the metadata information that is embedded in the header section of the page.

=
[{ close

Edit | SEO~ HE Log Off

Mode Close
L

Page Information f§ Text Orly View f§ Keywords J| Search Engines | Headings Jf Images ] Links [EES=RESH
Content-Type: text/html; charset=UTF-8

CODE_LANGUAGE: C#

vs_defaultClientScript: Javasaipt %

vs_tal h http:/fschemas. microsoft.c sefies

description: The Office Core design process consists of four, well-defined stages: site audit, goal-setting, design, and implementation

keywords: Office core, design, workflow, stages, site audit, goal setting, implementation

A meta tag is an HTML tag that identifies the contents of a Web page for the search engines. Meta tags
contain a general description of the page, keywords and copyright information.

Search engines often display the information in the Distribution meta tag as the short summary that you
see on the results page.

The values in the Keywords meta tag are used by the search engines to evaluate how relevant your page
is to search queries. You should therefore ensure that you enter appropriate values in the Keywords meta
tag.

3.2.2 Keyword Extension Point

The SEO Toolkit uses a simple algorithm to analyze keywords. This algorithm uses spaces to separate
text into words and works with almost every European language but does not work so well with Asian
languages.

However, you can create a custom algorithm to separate text. A custom separator must implement the
IKeywordsTokenizer interface. The SEOToolkit.config file contains the SEO.KeywordsTokenizer
setting. This setting includes the class hame and the assembly name of the current text separator.

The default value of SEO.KeywordsTokenizer is:
Sitecore.SeoToolkit.Extensions.StandardKeywordsTokenizer,
Sitecore.SeoToolkit.dll

A standard separator uses a list of stop-words to filter out unimportant words, such as articles,
prepositions, pronouns, and so on. The SEO Toolkit ignores these words when it analyzes the content on
the website. The list of stop-words is stored in the master database at:

Sitecore® is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The contents of
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/sitecore/system/Modules/SEO/StopWords.

=[] sitecore
= & Content
) Home
) Meta-Data
i) settings
B Lavout
(& Media Library
S ) System
i) Aliases
' Dictionary
B Languages
%) Marketing Center
B (Z) Modules
2 {Jseo
[5) stopwords
) Proxies
@ publishing targets

D StopWords

© quick Info

Item ID:
Item Name:
Item Path:
Template:
Created From:

Item Owner:

E] pata

Value:

{A4DC36CA-743B-4FF6-6194-43DD73168321}

StopWords I}

Jsitecoresystem Modules/SEO/Stopitiords

[sitecore /templates/System/StopWordsProperty - {B8343117-6192-4F9F-AEF 2-AAESDF3F6CFS}
[unknown]

sitecoreadmin

a, an, and, are, as, at, be, but, by, for, if, in, into, is, it, no, not, of, on, or, 5, such,

@ sitecore

You can edit the list of stop-words and create a separate list for each language that the website is

published in.
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3.3

Analyzing an External Page

You can also use the SEO Toolkit to analyze an external page. You can use this tool to analyze pages
that are getting a higher rating from the search engines or the pages that contain a link to your website.

The SEO Toolkit analyzes the published HTML of the page and then displays the SEO related information
that the page contains.

To analyze an external page:

1.

In the Sitecore Desktop, click Sitecore, All Applications, Search Engine Optimization,
Analyze External Page.

B Developer Center

.
Se

Editor

|| search Engine Optimization  » earch Engine Optimizatio
Sharepaint 8} External Page SEO Analysis
Manager

Publish Site

All Applications

O stecore RN

In the dialog box that appears, enter the URL of the page that you want to analyze.

The SEO Toolkit then displays the web page in a browser. It displays all the text and options that
are available on the page. It displays the alternate text instead of the images.

This information can give you a greater insight into the design of the page.
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